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Dear Friends, 

This last weekend I was privileged to attend a diocesan-wide 

Confirmation at St. Mark’s Cathedral to present Annie Reinitz 

for Confirmation.  It was an amazing event for any number of 

reasons – a cathedral that was practically bursting to the seams 

with confirmands, those being received into the Episcopal 

Church, and their families; the beautiful music, and the 

incredible diversity within the sanctuary.   

I saw a statistic a few years back stating that, nationwide, the 

Episcopal Church is the second-whitest mainline denomination 

in the United States, just behind our ELCA Lutheran friends.  

And so it’s inspiring to go to a diocesan event and see diversity 

in full bloom.  To worship in anywhere from three to five 

languages.  To hear the faith stories of people whose ancestors 

came from so many different parts of the world.  To know that 

the God who created the universe has come to communities 

across the world, speaking to each of us in our own language. 

One of my assumptions about God is that God delights in 

diversity.  We see evidence for it in the natural world.  Good 

care for our soil, for example, includes rotating the crops that 

are planted from year to year.  We see it in places like Borneo’s 

ancient tropical rain forests, where species from orangutans to 

green sea turtles to sun bears have a home.  And we even see it 

in Scripture.  Look no further than the four Gospels that give 

four different perspectives – that simply can’t be harmonized – 

on the life and ministry of Jesus.   

Some elements of diversity can be easy to see, like different 

animal species or human ethnicity and language.  Other 

elements are harder to see – and some take a lot of work to get 

at.  Things like economic status, or education, or gender, or 

opinions.   
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I’ve been wondering lately what diversity looks like for us at Christ Church.  We already take op-

portunities to celebrate diversity in our common life, such as when we deliberately invite young 

people into our worship ministries, or when we invite guest musicians to play for us, or when we 

hear an overlooked translation read for us in worship.  And all of that is good.   

But I wonder if God isn’t prodding us to look more carefully for the diversity in our midst and  

invite more diversity into our life together.  Not just so that we can more completely reflect the 

diversity of the community into which we’ve been planted, but so that we can be more welcoming 

to that community.  Because people are always more likely to become part of a group when they 

can see themselves in it. 

So the question is: what do we need to do to ensure that those who would make us more diverse 
will find Christ Church an inviting and safe place to be?  The answer, as is so  often the case, 
starts with our willingness to enter into a new conversation – a new relationship.  Our challenge 
is to have the courage to start. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Aaron 

Pastor Aaron Twait 



Friends, consider opening your Bible to 1 John 3. (Not the gospel of John, the first letter of John.) 

What exactly might Jesus mean when he says I lay down my life for the sheep? In 1 John 3:16, we 

read, “We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us – and we ought to lay down our lives 

for one another.” The reading goes on, but I invite you to sit with that for a moment – let it sink 

in. We ought to lay down our lives for one another. After all, that’s what Jesus did. He laid down 

his life on the cross. What does that mean for us? 

We lay down our lives when we put someone else’s needs above our own. While most of us are not 

called to radically public life like Ghandi or Martin Luther King Jr., I submit we are laying down 

our lives when we give up judgment, when we speak up for someone who is being bullied - which 

happens anywhere: right here in church, in school, at work, online. Laying down our lives is hard 

because speaking up and out for people is risky. If you feel uncomfortable speaking up, imagine 

how the person being bullied feels. Saying nothing in the moment indicates agreement with the 

harm being done. Another way we lay down our lives is when we give up our selfishness and 

greed. Laying down our lives is hard because it challenges our sense of ego and perceived power. 

It also requires us to know our place as the sheep (followers), not the shepherd.  

Next notice in 1 John 3:17, “How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and 

sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?” Here the eye is connected to the heart. To 

lay down our life is to open our heart to the needs that are visible. When there is a visible need to 

be met, love is opening the heart and sharing goods and resources, and not just empty words like 

“thoughts and prayers”. Have you gone out of your way to help anyone this year… or this month… 

or this week… or today?  

“Let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” This short pericope invites every one 

of us to love and take on the work of sacrifice. It is a form of laying down our lives. It specifically 

calls for people who have resources to share with those who have need. Love is a verb and not a 

noun. It is action that requires us to give up our selfishness and embrace the collective flock. Love 

offers us the opportunity to look for someone in need and offer help to improve our whole human 

family. How have you actually physically, emotionally, and/or financially given of yourself to 

another in need? 

Remember - Jesus is the good shepherd, and we are the sheep. The relationship between the 

sheep and the shepherd is based on what the shepherd does first. It’s about trusting and following 

the shepherd’s lead into love, even when it’s uncomfortable. Are you willing to get 

uncomfortable? By our loving actions and participation in the work of love, we can know that we 

are living in right relationship with God and each other.  

 

Rev. Vicki Lambert 

Deacon 
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We have a lovely library in our church!  Anyone 

have any suggestions on how to encourage 

people  to use it more? 

What about having a potluck/quiet time where 

we use our library or bring something to read? 

If you would like pledge envelopes, 

contact the office and the finance 

department will get you taken care of! 

The coat shed is closed for the season. 

Donations are accepted year round. 

Thank you for both your donations and 

your support for this mission.  

Between ‘There’ Care 

April-June the Community Engagement team is 

collecting feminine hygiene and incontinence 

products to donate locally. See the poster on the 

bulletin board for more details! 



There’s an old proverb that says: “You cannot really know someone un-

til you’ve eaten a kilo of salt together”.  In other words, to really know 

someone, you have to break bread with them many, many times! 

That’s why the second-most important hour of our week (after worship) 

at Christ Church is our coffee hour.  It’s our opportunity to share a meal 

– and work on that pound of salt.  Over coffee and treats our fellowship 

bonds us as a community, builds a sense of family, and helps strengthen 

the ties that bring us together. 

Christ Church needs some additional volunteers to be part of this won-

derful ministry that brings life to our faith community!  The great news 

is that coffee hour hosting is easy: all the plates, napkins, cups, utensils, 

and coffee are provided.  You just setup and bring something everyone 

can enjoy.  We can even pair you with an experienced veteran if you 

like! 

You can volunteer by signing up on the sheet next to the parish offices, 
or by contacting Pastor Aaron or the office staff by phone or email.  
Questions?  Ask Pastor Aaron! 



Christ Church’s First Sunday Celebrations have given us some great opportunities to 

promote our mental, physical, and spiritual wellness through community building, 

celebrating diversity, creating a sense of belonging as well as a time for renewal. 

 

  Each First Sunday offers the following: 

9:00 Wellness Hour with Guest Speaker 

10:00 Worship Service with Guest Musicians 

11:00 Potluck Lunch 

12:00 Mini-Concert with Guest Musicians 

 

Our next two First Sundays are May 5 and June 2 – see below for more information.   

If you haven’t tried one out yet, we invite you to join us – and invite others in the  

community who are interested in renewal and wellness to come along. 

 

May 5th 

Wellness Hour – “Prayer Styles” presented by Dr. Christine Luna Munger of  

Episcopal House of Prayer in Collegeville. 

Guest Musician – Tony Cuchetti, singer/songwriter 

 

June 2nd 

Wellness Hour – “Celebrate Spring” presented by our deacons,  

the Rev. Barbara Von Haaren and the Rev. Vicki Lambert. 

Guest Musicians – Bells of the Bluff, handbell ensemble 

As we are almost halfway through the calendar year, it’s time to make sure 

our directory is up to date. There are a few ways to do this: 

1. Send the office an email with; a photo of your choice, emails, birthdays, 

addresses, anniversaries, and whatever else you’d like to include. 

2. Do it yourself! Our directory is available in the form of an app and via a 

website, and contact the office to have the instructional videos sent.  



1 

10am-

Eucharist with 

Discussion 

5pm-

Hospitality 

Meeting 

5pm-Women’s 

AA 

6:30pm-Choir 

Rehearsal 

2 

6:30pm-

MOPS 

3 

7pm-

Crossroads NA 

4 

10:30am-          

Community        

Engagement    

Meeting 

7pm– Crossroads 

NA 

5 

First Sunday 

Celebration 

8am–  Eucha-

rist   Service 

10am– Eucha-

rist Rite II 

6 

12pm—Jr 

Guild Meeting 

 

7 

 

8 

10am–        

Eucharist with 

Discussion 

5pm-Women’s 

AA 

6:30– Choir 

Rehearsal 

9 

 

10 

7pm-

Crossroads NA 

11 

10am-ECW       

Meeting 

7pm-Crossroads 

NA 

12 

8am-Eucharist 

Service 

10am-

Eucharist Rite 

II 

7pm-Recovery 

Worship 

13 

 

14 

5pm—

Women’s AA –

Sound Healing 

Event    

5:30pm-

Property  

Committee 

Meeting 

15 

10am-

Eucharist with 

Discussion 

5pm-Womens 

AA 

 

16 

6:30pm-

MOPS 

17 

5:30pm- ECW 
Dinner (Third 
Fun Friday) 

7pm-

Crossroads NA 

18 

7pm-Crossroads 

NA 

19 

8am-Eucharist 

Service 

10am-

Eucharist Rite 

II 

20 

 

21 

5pm-Vestry 

Meeting 

22 

10am-

Eucharist with 

Discussion 

5pm-Womens 

AA 

 

23 24 

7pm-

Crossroads NA 

25 

7pm-Crossroads 

NA 

26 

Clergy Discre-

tionary 

8am– Eucha-

rist Service 

10am-

Eucharist Rite 

II 

27 

4:30pm-Altar 

Guild 

28 29 

10am-

Eucharist with 

Discussion 

5pm-Womens 

AA 

 

30 31 

7pm-

Crossroads NA 

 

May Calendar 






